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What we have here before us is not histery, but pure invéntion,
and moreover, an invention of no very ancient date. We can prove it
by comparing another text which 1s older than the story and the author
of which cannot vet have known it.

Thts (Maha Parinibban Sutta) gives the story of the irreverent con-
duct of Subhadda which kassapa opposes by briefly pointing tof the true
consolation that should support the disciples in their separation from the
master. . . . .. |

+Llhere 1s not the slightest trace of any such allusion to the council.
This silence is as valuable as the most direct testimony. It shows
that the author of the Mahaparinibbana Sutta did not know anything of

the first council.
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