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seg around us.

* Living it this fearful world,;: He only

insects, aquatic ammals———-that We
They can not
know their Creator and Preserver.
They are living 'happily through
His mercy, but %hey can - not

feel it. They are performmg <H 18

work, ‘but without knowing -

It is the broad and high erIIeg‘e of
man alone that he can consciously and
willingly co-operate with His bene-
volgnt purpose. L1V1n0' amidst death,

man only can atta,m mmlortahty

can take shelter a% the Lord’s

s £
feet, which alone can deliver us

from fear. He_only can establish
Bemg the:

offspring of the Immortal Being,

relationship with Him,

he becomes free from all fear by de-
pending on that Being. Ifave depend
upon God, a new life is born in us,
and our joy never dies. Our body
and mind may be distressed, we may
fall into dangers or be afilicted by
discase, but gthe joy of the spirit
never grows less. If.we take refuge
in that Apode of Immortality, death,
terrible as it 1is, can frighten us no
more. .

Therefore, livi’ncr in this dreadful
world, do not forsa.ke God. “wrE
T ﬁfﬂ@ﬂﬂ @ W gw fHowde
fmm@' V2 ¢ The Lord has not
101saken me, lot« me ndt forsake
Him., Let e not Kve, forsaking
Him.” Let us not forsake Him from

whom we have obtained all objectg

4

v
s

2 ‘ TATTWABODHINI PATRIKA. o Vol XV, Faxt 1.

who does not for a moment forget
us. Think once what would have
been our fate, if He had forsaken us.
Where must we have been? We must
have by this tyne, met with destruc-
tion. “=Rrel AT @ YU W SN
%lrﬂ'-??ﬁr “|rq” “ Who could have
moved, who could have lived, if the
blissful God had not existed in all
space and with us?’ He awards joy
to -all.  Shall we forsake, Him, by
whose love we }1avé been reared up

from the moment of our birth, and

under whose protection we hope to

live through all eternity ? He does not
forget us; may we never forget him !
Let him for ever remain unforsaken
by us, Shall we forsake Him who
is ceaselessly sending us righteousness,
riches and happiness? Will it be an
act worthy of man? And why need
we forsake Him? Will that do us
cood? Have we not to suffer pain
in this life, is there no danger or
difficulty for us in this world, is not
our body distressed, is not our mind

cast down, that we can live without

from fear ? Who will assuage us when
our heads burn with affliction. Who
will give us courage when we become
frichtened in this world, beset with so
many causes of fear ? Tt is only world-
ly infatuation that comes and esjranges

us from Him. Does good attend us

of -enj oyment and all happiness, and

C

on our forsaking Him ? Without

"will you profess yourselves to be

His protection? Is there mno feax_:'
here that we shall not havz to take '

shelter at those feet that deliver us gelves to him from to-day, and you

"~ way how God is to be Worshlpped?

grateful to Him from whom we have

- got life, giches, knowledge, and intellis

- Him whose mercy we enjoy frem

agh 182108hak. ©

AR ce ingratitude. Those who are here
hing ~ to this sermon, must have,
corR% here i in vain if they wen{ away
only after~ listening to it. What will

it avail them, if they forget Gpd on

returning home? What is the use of

their coming here, if by coming here
their hearts be not elevated, if their
love of God be not kindled in them,and

if they do not rexenem,ber Him when

engaged in worldly* pursuits. Have
they come here only to recite holy
texts in unison and hear sermons?
Have they not come here to establish
a closer union with God? What

_ spiritual progress have they attained

if in prosperity they do not remember
His mercy; if nourished by food
and drink they do not remember
the giver thereof? Staying away from
that fountain of holiness, where will
you get holiness? Forsaking Him who

isthe fountain of righteousness, how

righteous ? ! Abandoning that Abode of
all good how will you be worthy of the

name of gsod men? Surrender your-

will receive new life this very day.

- Is any couusel needed as to the

Is instfuction necessafy’ for bemg

gence ? Does the way how to worship

TATTWABODHINI P,ATRIKA..

selfishness and our enjoyments

__‘—‘

require teashing? Distressed by sin

as you are, will you not strive to purge

your&elves under His shelter # Wil
you * not worship that Teaeher of
teachers and Father of fathers 2 Will
you not pray to Him for spiritual
strength ? There can be mo disinclina-

tionto worship G¢d unless one’s natire

your minds of nnpurlty by pla,cmg' |

worship Him ffpng “this very night.
There is no use in mere listening. It
ould not be to our gountry’s good, if
we do not take refuge in the Lord of
the Univegse. The country where God

His Holy mame is not uttered, the
heart in which there is no seat for
Him, that country, ithat family, that
heart is a desert—the abode d';ﬂy of
deep sorrow and pain. From this
day make Him your refage, and wor-

ship Him. There has been no want

of opportunities for you toe hear of
Him ; you. have comprehended much
about Him with the aid of your in-
tellect. Why do yo;; not then join
knowledge to work, and faish to
practice ?° Commence* to worship
Him from this very day, and, you
shiall. reap the fruils of your act
imylediateiy. - Through '+ Hig mercy
you are enjoying all the pleasures of
life; bow to him with gratitude. In

moments of feareand danger, make

be perverted ? Bri;-lg your soul up

to its nathral condition. HBegin to

is not worshipped, the family in which .

§he day of our bigth, a.n.d under whose
protecti01.1 we shall live for® ever,

t

————— e

)




" their own nature, pray to Him with

4 TATTWABODHA NI PATRIKA. ° Yol XV, Part

. Him your shplter; oand you shall be.

as* fearless as the child is on its
mother’s lap.. When you are dis-
tressed ‘by sin, repent, and with tears
in your eyes, place );ourselves under
His i)rotection. He loves thgse‘wh?)
take refuge in Him, and He will save
you froni sin. Worship Him who is
the Lord of the Universe, the King
of kings and the God of gods. -T.et
those who, knowing all this, feel no

inclination to  worship God, purify

an open heart, exert themselves, and
they are suare to be uplifted by His
mercy, and to clearly understand the
meahing of the text, ““The Lord has

not forsaken me, let me net forsake
Him."

Pr(;i’essor Max-MuHer
on Brghmfoism and
Chr‘isﬁaﬂnity.

c

Jfully sharing their conviction, Pro-
fessor Max-Muller has addressed a
long apologetic letter, which has found
¢ts way to the press, to Babn Protap
Chandra Maz8omdar, impressing upon
him the advisability of his re-
nouncing the appelation Brahmo and
openly accepting Christianity. This
appeal is based on the published opi-
nions and utterances of Babu Protap
Chandra and the latg Keshub Chandra
Sen. We have it on the authority
of Professor Max~Muller himself
that in intimate conversation with
him, Keshub Chandra avowed ‘that
be was, torall intents and purposes, a
disciple of Christ.  Babu Protap
Chandra also recentlywrofe ; “Dis-
ciples of Christ we certainly are, but
we would not call ourselves ‘Chris-
tians,” because weo decline to add
another petty sect to the innumerable
petty sects which Christians have
split themselves into.” The logic of
Babu Protap Chandra’s objection to

call his party ““Christians’ is not quite

The ideal, the aim and the position
of the Brahmo Samaj have from
time to time been grievo(usly mis-
understood. But such misunder-
standifig Las never been a matter of
greater regret than when it has found
its justification in‘the' writings of one
or other _'of tht Brahmo- l.ea,.d:ers.
That the *Brahmo Samaj is already
on the path that leads to Christignity
has been an erroneous conviction with
some Christian missionaries, and now

Christ,” Babu Protap Chandra and
his followers refuse to call tiﬁemselves
‘Christians,’ they no doubt sail under
false colours. They then form a
curious religious sect bearing 2 name
that at once suppresses a truth and sug-
gests a falsehood. Why these scruples
to add another sect to the Christian
sects already existing, when such an

act is not a violation of any moral .

©
principle, or one that would cause

Q

intelligible. If being “Disciples . of
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any harm to the Chr’is;,i;'m Chuxch ?
Frofessor Max-Muller «¢ives Babu
Protap Chandra the following .advice,
ihe . soundness of which, considered
even in the light ‘of Babu Protap
Chandra’s own avowals, can hardly
be gainsaid. The Professbr says;—
«If you are satisfied with being Chris-
tians, “disciples of Christ, then form
your own Church * *. Establish your
own Uhristiag Church and defend it
against all comersy whether from East
or from West. You are fond of
gaying that Christ himself was an
Oriental, not an Occidental. Then
why not I;ave. your own Oriental
Christ, your own Oriental Christidn-
ity,” We do not see how can Babu
Proﬁap Chandra, with any show of
reason, refuse to entertain the Pro-
fessor's proposal.

As there is a tendency among
Europeans and all those who are not
familiar with the past history and
present position of the Brahrgo
Samaj, to confound the egtire body
of the Brahmos with Babu Protap

Chandra’s party, we decm it proper
to pdint out that the Adi Brahmo |

Samaj,of which this journal 1s the or-
oan, has all along kept its feith invio-
iate, and unpolluted by the least touch
-of man=worship or book-worship; that
it has 'always. vv’al"ned. Brahmos,
with a partiality for Christ and the
Bible, against Christolatry; and that

TATTWABODHINI PATRIKA. 5

once when its Chief Minister officiated,
by request: “at the pulpit of Keshub
Chandra Sen’s Samaj, he coundemned
in ungquivocal terms the Christian
proclivities of that Samaj, and charac-
terized the %teeple over the building

Of that Samaj as Christa-bibhrisnika ®

“ ®
or éthe terror of Christ.”

We are glad to obsérve that the

| Indian Messenger, the drgan of the

Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, and Unity
and Minister, which represents the
views, we believe, of a large number
of followers of the late Xeshub
Chandra  Sen, .‘*have repudiated
Babu' Protap Chandra’s attitude
towards ‘?h.rist and Christianity
in  unmistakable tgrms. It will
thus be seen that Babu Protap
Chandra’s Christolatry doeg not al
all compromise the position of the
Brahmo Samaj as a body.

Before we conclude, we wish to
addresg just a few words to Professcr
Max-Muller., We yield to none in
our veneration for this great savant,
and in our grateful appreciation of
the noble sefvice he has*done to our
country by his stupendous literary
lab8urs, But:we };yast confess that
we were rather” taken aback at his
not having f.ully recognizgd that the
precepts of Christ, in $pirit, though
not in form, are to be found scattered
in thg religious works of the Indo-
Aryans. The *tenor of his letter to
Babu Protap Chandra Mazoomdar
betrays the fact that his %nowledge
of. the teachings of the Rishis has not
been sufficiently deep and intimate to

.enable *him t? discern in them,

though in g different garb, the same®
religious truths as wefe taught by
Christ.

o
.
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wake from slumber and open our eyes,
:ve. behold His Pivine eyes resting be-
nignantly upon ours. We see His gLo.ry
revealing.itself on all sides. If our hearts
pant for Hi.m, if we pray to Him -with
all sincerity, if the hunger and the thirst

of dur souls are so keen ag not to be

g fusomaa TATTW ABODHINI PATRIKA.
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Sermons of Mahars‘hi
Debendra Nath'.

& Tagore.

( Translated from Bengali)
~ Sermox Il .
o25th Sravan, 1782 Sakabda.

apptased without Him, we can then

[¢) (.-)

“greeq A9q gfefa .

“He is manifested as Bliss itself and

Immortality itself.”
They who have steadied their minds
to the Self-

Ny P A
(Ueyouloll

manifest, All-Blissful .a.n'_d ‘Immortal

God, behold Him everywhere and at
all times, on the earth benecath and

L
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dawn brightens
all

Inanimate

animating living creatures

through

IR el

lie

and

(God-devoted behold

souls

te _ 't)“:,'l-‘»h(-.n-zl‘,'-.“’" [
e BTG
T den

that resplendent orb.

in the heavens above, and at dawn and

in the evening. As the light of the
and the sun rises,
that

sleep during

night, and casting a halo of loveliness

beauty on things around, the
that

Adorable and All-Manifest Being in
With the

behold Him within us and without us,
near us and far away from us. If we

keep ourselves engaged i unholy pur-
a ~f N
o UL aldil

rive our soul
animétion, if wésuffer qur souls to be
paralyz&d hgainst all spi;'itual ihfluences,’
if we keep not f].je. doors of our inner
being open for the Lord te enter, then
repalr wherever we gnay, either to the
solitary forest ot the crowded city, the"
place of pilgrimage or the temple of a
divinity, we fail to obtain his holy
sight. Buf when we purify ourselves,
open the doors of our hearts to the
Divine Spirit, and seek Him with ardor,
then do we behold Him® every-

where—in the meuntain-cave, in the

wood, in the ﬂowe’g,,getﬁl‘:an, in places

)

approach of dawn in the sky, the light
of God dawns on the sky of our souls.
He 1s the inner soul of the sun, He is
the jnner soul of man, He is the inner
soul of e\.rery living creature. He
manifests himselt to us with the mani-
festation of the world, after it etherges

from the cover of darkness. We behold

frequented, and” in spots sequestered.
We ask of the sun, where 1s the Lord ?
The sun points Him out to us. We

ask of thé tree in the solitary wood,

where is the Lord? KEven therefrom

1
we get r1eady response. We then

experience that ‘“aq Qar.'qgna\ v safETq
U WO €@ (WA ¥ IwIa”

that Lizht of light re\ceale’d An the infant|

N I . ‘
“He 13 below us, ﬁe is above us, He

Thate Beauty

O

is before us, He is behind u¢, He 18 on
the right, He is on the Ioft.” On the

®

rays of the rising Sun.

of beauty stahds manifest before our
[ ]

As we

ooy e ®

o« o . @
vision in the beauty of dawn.
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~ earth and in the heavens is His glory,

He is manifest everywhere as S the BemO'
‘who is Bliss itself and Immortahty
itself. It 1s simply because we keep
the doors: of our hearts closed against
the Lord, that we can ‘not behold that
Light of all lights.
equally x‘pa'nifést in the beauty of- the

His presence ia

rising, and in the glory of the setting
sun. His benign image is to be seen as
clearly in the dawn as in the evening.
When the shades of tbe night plunge
the earth into rest and#peace, when the
‘moon rises and sheds its fiedtareous
light in many thousand® rays, when the
stars shine in.the sky, i{eeping watch as

sentries over the sleeping world, who is

he Wh'om we then behold manifested inc

that scene of solemn grandeur ? “agw,

ARE fasq w@= AR T AEATCH

A AT AW Y ARE WO TH A
AIAata . “We behold Him who,

being immanent in the moon and the
stars, riiieth them, of whom the moon
and the stars are, but the outward
form, but w(ho:n_\____t_he moon and the
stars know not.”

We behold God who is bliss itself
anfl Immortality itself, reves;mled to us,
n the dawn, in the evening, and in the
night. But is it only inanimate Nature
that reveals Him ? Is He not revealed
In man also ? If we sec the beau;ﬁy of the
Being who is Truth itself, Beauty 1tself
and Goodness itsblf, in the beauty of
the morn and the eve andin the beauty

of the moon and the stars, do we not

5
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perceive His beauty the more clearly in
the beauty of the human face ? If you
care not to see God ina man, where else
can you expect; to see Him manifested so
palpably? Would you perceive Him only
in matter which is but the image of death
und in the animal kingdom? Would you
not see Him in the loveliness of the

human countenance ¥ Would you not

behold the divine light of the Supreme -

Spirit in the face of His devotee, in the
face radiant with love divine? Would
you not see the ILord manifesied
in the bright form°of His calmminded,
shedding  tears
of love for his Most Beloved ? The

mountaln or the ocean or the sun or the

pure-souled lover,

star does not reveal God in the way in
which He is revealed in the aspect of
the holy man. How striking is the
outward expression of the pious? How
austere is their spiritual training? How
tender, how pure are their hearts? How
holy and how soft is the saint's heart
which is the dear abode of the Supreme
Immortal Spirit ? How vivid is His
manifestation therein 2 Nowhere else

is God so

heavens above, nor on the earth below.

revealed, neither in the

It is in the loveliness of the faces of
the God-devoted, holy saints that He
Bliss

This prayer-hall ig

1S mnifested as itself and
Immortality itself,

that sacred place, where ' the L.ord's

devotees sit tc;gether and worship Him.

Here does He surely manifest Himse]f

as Bliss 1tself and Immortality itself

]

3 s o e e i i s b aead e o+ — By .
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In this sacred Brahmo Samaj is oury I}
most Beloved God speciall}. - present,
In the light here does shine His
holy light. More brightly and serenely
is He manifest in the heart of evesy

one here present. N@w that we see

5
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His eyes were almost closed, andesome-
tlmes they onlg half opened themse]ves
I sat qulet and gazed at him.* I fan(ned
that the Maharshi was not in good
health, a;ld for that reason it was

perhaps a vpalnful effort to him to

Him revealed here so vividly and feel "speak_.' A:full hour passed away in thise

so deeply in our hearts IHis grace,
let us offer the flower of our love at
His holy feet, and thereby render this

our human existence, which can not

) 4 ]] n-r\r] b d
: 2 oAt hincced ] [ BRI exceedingly well and have,
be easily got, biessed beyond description s

been enjoying the felicity of

Then when thee Maharshi

broke the silence, I lost no time Ine

manner.

2

enquiring if he felt indisposed. “No,

said my Guru-Dev,* “I am quite well—

. -~
therefore,

YOch

. I have been restmu in retlrement m

‘ | ghimpses

The Maharshi on Yoga or
Communion with God.

“grermugaatan faeawfa gq g9
H ARMATNI AT FEAIIAL T |

and he,

the Supreme Spirit, and have had fore-

that I shall est in such

communion with eHim for eternity_

*While I was in" Yoga I could see no-

thing bu#, and none else than, God—

He alone was with me. Even space did
: o .

not intervene between Him and me.

It 1s the interposition of space that

brings with it the conacmusness of you

this and that. But during

“The soul that, unattached to the| Yoga, I was behom);g only the

things of the senses, can find felicity | Supreme Spirit,

1d of all sense%

in itself, is the soul, that rapt in com-|and nothing but and none £lse than

with God,

munion

blisa’’

Recentl}; one morning when I pre-|me the spiritual ambrosia.

sented myself before my

revered | dividual

enjoyeth endless | Him, and,was loving Him onoly, and He

also was beholding only me and offering

Every in-

soul can feel the presence

spiritual preceptor, the Mahdrs.lli, in | of the Supreme Soul in 1, When 1t

- - . ()a(
accordance with my daily practice, and establishes such Yoea Or communion

touching his feet reverently,
myself close to him, he greeted ‘me not,

nor made any kind inquiries. He sat

seated | with Him.
. . .
sees nothang else, knows nothing else.

Jhen the 1r1d1v1dua.l soul

calm and’motionless with his head erect.

*L.iterally preceptor-god.

o
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To every Yogee* of this characterpwanders in the Sphere of the Sinner,

(tod- makes Himself his sole posses-
N (. ]
sion.” '

I was moved by what fell from the
lips of the Maharshi, and remembering
the slokq beginning with “srw faqr 'qf'q?n
“aafa,” that i “in this state the J ather
becomes non-father,” referred to it with

In a wmoment, he recol-
lected the whole purport of the sloka
and broke forth into the following bril-

'Tava

liant exposition ; YeS, what I bave
just said  coincides with the sense of
the sloka you allude to._ I shall repeat
it,— “srg fuay =wfoar dafa e @
Al A@AT <1 as:'é?ﬂ dgT WAQT | W
wAasa Al wafd Hm%'rmw TS
ME ﬁ’r@lm”tsmam mnm’iﬂnm—
WMORSAE AqWE  §@ A aGa
argife agr "WgTEIEE Tgw watd |
As asserted in this sloka, In this state
the .out-cast becomes non-out cast, the
thief nen-thief. But how and when
is this state attalned ? T have dealt at

0

length with this subject in my discourse

on “The Next Wovﬂi}\ and Salvation,”

in the course of which I have made

the following  observations ;—“The
sphere of the sinner 1in the next world
ts fixed for him who has in this life
given evidence of a heart hard as stone,
and spent his days in sin—in tommitt-
ing theft, robsery, man-slaughter, and
licentious acts wlich produce scriows

J
social disorder. The sinful man, as he

*A person engaged in Joga or Divine Com-

munion. .

Jjoy that fills his spirit.

-puts ome the form to which clings sin,

and in course of time his sins are
washed away by the tears of repen-
teance. And thus as he becomes free
from sin; his solil is illumined by the
effulgence of self-approbation, and put-
ting on-the form which is the heritage
of the righteous, it passes on to the
Sphere of 'the Righteous, where it reaps
| the {fruit of any acts of virtue that
it Egk_zfye‘l'foi-n)ed in 1ts earthly career.
‘L'hen, .

after .it has enjoyed the reward
of its virtucs,

and is spiritualized by
the attaioment of knowledge, holiness,
and love, it is translated into the high
Sphere of the Angels. Thus when the
man is transformed into the Angel and
ascends to a higher heaven, he, with

the aid of his
sharpened and his knowledge that has

vision that bas been

been deepened, beholds and compre-
hends the marvellous art which keeps
and then the
glory of God is fully revealed unto

the universe agoing,

[him. In that divine art and glory

he finds bright evidence of God’s love,
wisdom and goodness, and great is the
It 1s ajoy
that makes him join the elder Angels
in singing songs of praise to God and
flooding Heaven with the swelling
tides of their music. By means of ing-
truction reccived from the el.der Angels,
he grows more and more in knowledge.
When his knowledee has heen brighten-

ed and his love broadened, so far as

Lk
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is possible. in that particular heavenly | iy which I can not attain Thee” 3 ises

sphere; and when he may be gaid to

cea%o]r'ssly from, his heart, which bas

have completed his education of that* then been freed from all attachmcm

sphere, the gates of a hlgher heaven
are opened to him and he enters ity
From this. heaven alse he ascends
to a still higher heaven and

througﬁ the higher education attainable

goces

in it. Thus in his onward, progressive
march from one sphere to another, as

he grows in knowledge, he comes to

1

,-no

ﬂ’.\--.‘v
} C YWwWOTl't

JQ
n

discern fresh eviden.ceg of t
of the infinite wisdom, of the Lord.
There is no end of *heavenly spheres,
there is no limit to the operations of
the Divine Intelligence, and there 18
no termination of knowledge capable
of being acquired by a finite intelligent
being. When this human gpirit trans-
formed into an angel, has his vision
opened more and more t0 the proofs
of the Divine wisdom that secms to
him ever to grow higher and higher,
but yet when he falls to attain that
Infinite Spirit of Wislom and know-
ledge, roam however he may from
heavens lower to higher ones, then 1s
there gradually kindled in his hceart a
longmg  to attain nothing else than
and none bat Him. He
ally loses his desire to continue his

through  the heavenly

then gradu-

progress
spheres, and hecomes restless with a

divine yearnfng to atkain the Spirit of
Infinite Wisdom ; then nothing but that

$0Ng of sadness of which the burden .is

“what shg.ll 1 do with the knowlelge

and he bomns to lament the frustrution
of all his eﬂ’orts to obtain God. Thus
when even the joys of Heaven fail to
(,&ptr\nte him, he becomesg entitled to
alvatlon. His whole-souleds devotion
to Gol, his thirst for Him aund the
anguish he feels in his mind for the
{fallure of his endeavours to attain Him,
al last move the Jiord God who loveth
his devotee, and He rel.ieves him from
the bonds of the body cr form, an:’
grants him a plage in his interior, death-
less, ambrosial bosom which is above
and earth, ¢hat are circums-

While the

Angel-spisit resteth i the bosom of the

heaven

eribed by spacc and time.

Lord, for 1t ceases all the functions of
the senses, ®since it is then without a
body; for 1t there is an end to the capa-
city for acquircment of knowledge, since
there 1s then nothi?w external %0 it; and
no more, does it then bccomf‘ subject to
mental ideas and E;é';.aqﬁlors. Then the
imperfect self kn‘(;vwl(}uge of the Angel-
spirit is made perfect by *the Lord
Verily does the Lord bestow all [ie
possosset}f to the devotee at his feef,
and keepeth nothing for Himself !
Then dges. the Angel spirit ré&sting in
the Spirit of Infinite Jove, knowledge
apci joy, becqme like unfo Him 4n love,
knov.vledge an: joy,land is united to
Him

united to
®

eternally even as® light 1s

shacow. Thus does man
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by lave and worship ﬁnally blend him-
self with God. The human soul saved,
is the reflection’of the Supreme Soul.
The human soul lives and thrives under
the proteciion of the Supreme Soul,

and is finally saved by His grace,

~and through His grace also does

it attain Him and think Him to be
a possessign higher than all other pos-
sessions, and in Him does it enjoy the
It is with
reference to this state of the human

fruition of all_ its desires.

soul that one of the Rishis who com-

posed the °Upanii9hads has said ;—=xg

<
a

qf&m vﬁmmﬁrmmmiﬁmwiﬂm'

3T WA AT WA ww @A A,

rafa H IR T e

“In this state the father becomes non-

f%ther, the mother becomes non-mother, |

the worlds bgcome non-worlds, the

gods become non-gods,

Vedas become non-Vedas. There too
the thief becomes non-thief, the causer
of abortion becomes non-causer of ab-

ortion and the out-cast becomes non-

» ° . . .
out-cast. This is spiritual Yoga
this is superior Yoga, or the hiol |
s -l\l.l..\ |4 viiw, UL UilIC ulgHBSl}

stage of communion with God.

v}

and the |

......

Ch itra, 1821 Shak. .
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Sermons of Ma-ha:;s;hi;
Debendra Nath
Tagore. .

(Transtated from Bengali)
Sermoxn IIT. :
Realization Of God In The Soul.

anweE dsquafa ot o

B sraat faui

“ our inmost self

~petually enjoy His mercies,.

«HBternal peace attends none but

the wise WhiO behold God in the soul.”

(lAnld 4+ novnv® ha A~
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God who 1s our mqst.Beloved and

should =stay
from Him? He

away

from us and we

~1s the life of all living creatures.

He is the bestower of all knowledge;
and we per-
Could
the wish therefore, ever enter a human
that God and man might be
Could a

prayer like this rise from the heart of

He is our best Friend;

heart
distant from each other ?

a man who really deserved the name?
Even when a man was polluted by sin

and his mind steeped In corruption,
could his soul be so paralyzed that

" he should wish that God should be

away from, him and he from God?
Could a man ever be so degenerate,
that the longing for God might be
absolutely extinguished in him? He
who for his_ disobedience to God sees
Him only in His stern aspdct, striking
fear into his he‘a.rt like a thunder about

to burst,‘ and therefore shrinks away

e —— e~

5“} \4
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from Him,*may at times wish himself to

from himy but does not there rlse from
the inmost® recesses of his soul the
solemn warning,s “ Where wilt thou
Who except‘ the Lordecould
save you ?

fige 2
Divorced from'the shelter
of God, whose protection wilt thcu

seek 27

your soul with fear, surrender yourself

If your sins have darkened

to God and gird up your loins to free

"
.‘, O\l \./.LL L4 \JAAR }.1.1, ; gO auu. (o]

Lord.

try to live severed from I;Iim ¢

What shall it profit you, if you
Even
the sinful soul can not remain away
f;r__om Him. .VVhe.rever the sjn_ner
may go, to the forest or the mountain
cave or the region of the ocean, he
can not oveystep the boundaries of the
dominions of the Liord; he can not
shake off the fear which clings to him
with his sin, unlessehe surrend¢gs him-
self to Him. Therefore, sinning, make
not the futile effort: to flee from God,
but with a mind;ﬁﬂﬁﬁy remorse, and
a heart cager for consolation,® beseech
Him to deliver you from sin; and pray
to Him thus, ‘O Lord, I have mate
myself foul and unclean; mercifully
accept me, O God.  Darkness has
Thqu, art the Light

C Father,

shrouded®my soul ;
of all lights; lead meg,
from, darkn®ss unte light.

me in ways unnumbered, a.rld I shall

bear all thy punishment, but save me

. ' -

Be away from God and God to be away o

of repentance at the holy fect of the,

- Punish

/

Cir
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from the domma.tlon of msuhous"sm,

“and reveal to nie that a8pec+ of Thine

whlch would calm my trotbled sonl
with its neassuring benignity.” I{ you
pray to Him thus for His niercy, with
a remerseful and distracted heart, the
waters oof " the TLord’s grace *wiJl he
showered on you, and cool your souy
that has been burnt, as it were, by
passing through the hell-fire of sin and
the furnace of repentance. They who
sin and seek not tﬁe all-embracing
o protection of ‘God, and wishetleat there
were no God and no mext world, and
even persugde themselves to believe in
such negations, dwindle themselves into
gpiricual suicides; and it is these mig-
guided and unfortunate souls  who
alone wish that they should be away
from God and God from them. Stupe-
fied by fear and worldly infatuation,
to what perverse doubts they afford
room ia-their minds! How misexable is
their condition? How pitiable are they ?
“There
is no God;” yet Tty would remain

Their souls unld never say,

blind to ¢ His existence.
ceive thvat ‘God,

C
er of

They can per-
the All-seeing observ-
all acts righteous and sinful,
yet they

Fear

exists, and is wide-awake,

would (not actually see Him.
for the
riscs in their« hearts, and they dg fear
the Divine Punishpr of sins, but . th8y
The
Great Father calls them, but they are

consequences of their sins

are -not - gctuated by such fear.

. ()

my life;

deaf to His call.

thought. of the punishment .he deals
out to sinners? No, you must have

no fear for the Lord’s punishment.

0

‘His

pumshment 18 mcdicine to the

soul. Seek his protection from this
very moment, and you will be delivered:

from all remorse and all fear. Onece

again will your souls shine with the
light of holiness ;
be attracted to. the Divine voice, and

you will be worthy of

your hearts will

cultivating

‘the society of fll@t Supreme Spirit who

is Holiness itself. Think of the day

of death. On that solemn day when

‘you will have to stand before God, what
will be the thought that will fill your

mind ? Some one of yo'u will perhaps
be able to say to yourself;—“There
was a period in my life when I stray-
ed into paths devious, and had no

hopes for rescue, but Gold did take

pity on me, and through His grace I -
'sought and found Him.

Oh, what
would have been my fate,. if it were
not so with my life!” Others among
you will perchance be distracted by
these,,

T can

such thoughts of despair as
“W hat.will now become of .me !
no longer endure the weight of this
grief, and mental agony. Whither am
I drifting # What is to be my doom ?
I minded not to make a good use of
how often did I set at nought,
offered
me to tread on the path of righteous,

the op\portuni’cies that were

Vol. X ¥, Part I~

Do you shrink at the

TOTRY-

ki apry thing.

ffff

Chaitrs, 1891 8hak.

ness! How frequently did Gaqd warn

me, but I heeded not his warmings. |

[ ,’
Oh, what will now become of me ?

" ,"‘.' such a terrible plight as this, is far off;

for in this life we can not be sure of

Do not hug the desire to

& your soul to spend your youth and

manhood in the gratification of the

I8’ senses, hoping to be pious and God-

devoted in yoar ofl age. Do not
defer till

accomplish to-day.

to-morrovw, what you can
The demons of

sin gather strength with time. If you

" can resist a temptation or overcome

an evil desire tu-day, do it by all meauns,
“Liet me

ratify this temptation or that desire

anl never say to yourself,

to-day for the last time, and never again
shall T yiell to 1t.”

inclination,

If you show any

such you betray most

surely that you are not yet above
worldly infatuation and that your mind
is not yet free from perverse thoughts
and feelings. Can he in whom a

loathing

rated, rest without divorcing himself

- for impurity has been gene-

from'it? Can he weltertin impurity and
remain at ease even for a moment ?
Let him then who seeks to be deliyered
from sin and to behold in himself the
victory of righteousness which had
lain vanquished in hime By sin, come
forward and s‘tahd before the Lord,

Suppliant‘ and abased. With a contriée

P
U

3..;:;, Think not that the moment of death.

& which might fling any one of you into
S~ e ®

.

personal
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sou‘l let Rim shed tears of repentarnce

at His feet, and anon‘sin will loge all®

its charm® for hlm, grief will lose all
its poignanty for him, and the agoniz-
ing pain that weighs down his heart
Then the anholy

thought' would never invade his mind

wll . disappear.

that the Lord should be away from
Him.

deeply repent that he had ever stayedl

On the contrary, Iv® would then

away from God, and had not striven

® a
to ceaselessly maintain the inmost

that

betw.een him and the Supreme Spirit.

relationship naturally  cxistse

] .
He woull then lament the emptiness

and the unholiness of the Godless

days of his life. He would then rejoice

that through the grace of the Lord

he could now realize His presence, and

that in Hiseinfinite mercy the Lord dil
at last manifest Himself to him. He
would then apprehend through actual
experience that ufbroken
peace could attend only those men of

divine knowledae \yho b.g,hold the Lord
in .tk RO 3;.—43 ;
bek: v

none else BOuld enJoy such “prace. He

a8 they

\.
A
S

shizetg, and that

would then realizz that when he was
awa={tom rod, -he suffered from
but now that he
had cofe 'to Him, his life was all

a world ilia-
L

perpetual unres.,
nectar, and joyous likg
ntined by the moon. «What an immense
contrast would he find betwieen these
In the one

two states of his life !

D




happy, and in the other, in which he

. has realieed God in his . soul, he feels

him,
peace that he enjoys in his soul, for
he has now attained the Iiord who is
the soul’s abode of peace. '
no‘longer touch him; grief has no longer

~any bitterness for him ; . death can no

UpambhaJs say ; “The God-devoted |-

becogmes im mortal ”

‘“« Kternal bhsés

pa.lpa.bly | m their souls the rJBeing who
ruleth all, who is the interigr soul of all
living creatures, and who by his creative
power diversifies forms of things.” “Et-
ernal gtace attends aone but those men
of divine Lnowledoe who beho]d in
sathat R“ﬂt sowhety e @g

i

1icality m .,7 o

their sou

. L. Se ".;1.,,
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creatures amma,’ce, and who 1)10V1de

all c1catures Wlﬂl every thing that

’s:&} =

anct iy '%é?;s? ,;1; um ‘:ﬂ?f i

preﬁence of God in the licht of the
lamp before us IS not v presenceecof
We behold
Him nearest 4o us when we behold

sufficient mmness to us.

2T
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state, in which he lived ‘away {fom

| . s . 0

‘ “Glod, no happiness could make him:

happy under all daugers and ‘perils,
Enemtes unnumbered may now asseil

buot none can rob him? of the

Remorse can | It is only ‘when

omore strike fear into* hime @As the’

man dehvered from ‘sin and guef, and- like the sun, or the fire,. or the wind,
i e . : ’ 7

freed from the bondage of attachment "

the ‘ F r—~ ; o " & .T't ™ .' : 1 o . f'#"i,‘;"_ Y 3 v T‘ P2 ~1’S V
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hcru;, :,1 <8 «w,. ey, v ienhly Hear less with Him.

‘within us and without us!
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He fills this Prayer
Hall with His presence, and we are

Him ingthe soul.’

fully conscious of it ; but Heis really [
more near to us than such presence

would 1mp1y—He is p1 esent .in the
mtemor of our souls.
of the temple of our body. To

behold Him without us, i8 in a manner

to behold Him as one distant from us.

we behold Him
in us that we behold him as one near
to us,
of " “human body.

own treasure He is not only a. _general
p03=e8310n enjoyed conjointly by all,

‘He .is thendeity of the temple

or the rain, but He is also the personal
possession of each oné of us. There is

attends noe but those men that behold | @ Very close relationship between Him

and every individual “soul He is the
master of every house and the houcehold
god of every one of us.
of cne’s father as “my father,” one’s
mother as “my mother,” one’s brother
as “my brother,” and one’s sister as
;"th'y sister,” so should one speak of
God as “my God” KEvery one of us

can say, “God is_my God, the Lord-
1l | is the Liord of my heart.” “gITIHRAT
'é;‘l'ﬁa' A G HT “aiﬂ l” ) “He WhO

seeth God as existing evén at a little
distance from him, is oppressed by
fea,li.”w It is. only when ave feel his
preSence in the soul, that we become
What a marvel
behold God everywhere,
When we
open our eyes, we behold Him all

that we

around us, and when we close them -

we behold present in our souls His
self-manifest i image. )
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