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MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED BY ASAM
SAHITYA SABHA

To

The Home Minister,
Government of India
Camp : Gauhati.

Sir,

We, the undersigned, on behalf of the
Asam Sahitya Sabha, beg to place before
you the following lines in connection
with the problem of influx of foreign
nationals. for favour of your urgent
attention and appropriate action.

I. The Asam Sabitya
premier

Sabba is the
organisation devoted to the
progress of literary and socio-cultural
lite of the people of Assam. Its member-
ship is open to all those who accept
its: broad aims and objectives. It has
about 70C duly recognised bianches,
spread all over the state.

2. The Sabha is an active participant
in the current movement sp -+ headed
by the All ssam >Student nion and
the All Assam Gana Sacgram Parishad
demanding detection of all foreigners
in Assam, their deportation from the

state and delction of the names of all
the foreigners from the electoral rolls.

Brief history :

3. The problem of immigraiion into
Assam js as old as 1826, when by the
treaty of Yanduboo, Assam came under
the British Rule. The British brought
from the neighbouring state of West
Bengal which had already aquired a
fair knowledge of the English Language,
ways and manners - all the middle and
lower rungs of administrative cadres
establish administration in newly aquired
territory. These were Bengali spesking
people and on their advice, Bengali
was introduced in the courts of justice
and other Govt. offices and schools in
Assam. Thus for a period of 5 years
from 1836—1872, a whole generation of
Assamese people were placed under the
domination of Bengali language and it
was alter much agitation, appeal and
arguments that the status of Assamese
language in Assam was restored.

Encroachment upon Tribal belts & blocks,

4. The first casualty of the immigrants
were the Tribal people who were syste-
matically threatened, disturbed and ul-
timately driven out from their own
carth and home. The ‘LINE SYSTEM',
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which was introduced to protect them
were transgressed by the immigrants
with  impunity and even the Tribal
Belts and Block introduced later in 1945
could not hold the tide of the encroach-
ing immigrants and protect the Tribals,
The areas, predominantly populated
with tribals are regarded by iliegal
immigrants as soft areas and even
today, these are the areas which are
their first targets.

Coupland’s Plan.

5. It was on the eve of India's Indepen-
dence that the question of illegal immi-
grants was high-lighted under Prof.
Coupland’s Plan which was proposed by
the British Govt. for Indian’s acceptance
and discussed by the British Cabinet
Mission with Indian Leaders. Assam was
sought to be grouped with Bengal ( then
including East Bengal ) in the Eastern
Region. Assam realised the danger and
felt that the people of Assam would
losc their identity and their distinct
language and cultural heritage, if their
state is tacked to the numerically superior
state of Bengal and successfully resisted
the Regional Grouping Plan under the
leadership of Gopinath Bordoloi, the then
premier of Assam and with the blessings
and support of Mahatma Gandhi.

Post-Independent period.

6. The infiltration of illegal immigrants
however continued unabated—may, it
assumed even more menacing propor-
tion—after East Bengal became first, the
East Pakistan and then Bangladesh. Be-
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fore independence, the problem of immi-
gration  allready serious, could not be
termed infiltration of Foreign Nationals,
But after Independence, the presence of
such a large number of Foreign Nationals,
in this part of India has created a number
of new problems. By systematic and
planned infiltration into all available
lands and by illegal occupation of most
of the grazing and Forest Reserves, the
foreigners have now entrenched them-
selves in all border areas ol this state.
Their presence is now felt in the Sub-
Himalayan terrains stretching from Bhu-
tan upto the Borders of the Arunachal
Pradesh. In case of hositility, those
people are likely to be a security hazard.
We cannot afford to wait till theo.

7. The presence of these foreign natio-
nals anywhere in India would be bad,
illegal and unconstitutional and pose a
dauger to the security of the country—but
their presence in Assam and the other
oeighbouring states of the N.E. Region
is even more dangerous—as these states
are strategically located at the meeting
points of Burma and China on the East
and North-East Frontier and of Bangla-
desh on the Western border. The trau-
matic experience of Assam during the
Chinese invasion of India in 1962 is
still fresh in our memory.

Seriousness of the problem

8. The seriousness of the problem of
foreigners’ infiltration into Assam
will be clear from the following
Table ¢

Asam Sahitya Sabhar Bhitar Chora

Year Persons Decadal Percentage
Veriation of decadal
variation
1901 3372114
1911 3939821 +567707 +16'84
1921 4735386 +795565 +20°19
1931 5684775 +949389 +20'05
1941 6847576 +1162801 +2045
1951 8225058 +1377482 420112
1961 11103392 +2878334 43499
1971 14957542 +3854150  +34'71
P of Decadal i

9. During the forty years ( 1611—51 ),
the average decadal variation was
194 per cent: but it sharply rose
to 35% in the two subsequent decades,,
thus indicating an increase of 15%
over the growth of the preceding
period. In the Sibsagar District alone,
the avarage growth rate of 17:4% is
maintained over the period of 1911—
71.  All other districts show uneven
growth—rate as shown below ¢

Districts Period of Percentage of
growth-rate decadal iacrease
1- Goalpara 1901-1911 2997
2. Kamrup 1921 1421
1931 2792
1941 29'43
3. Darrang 1911 11-89
1921 2769
1931 22:65
1941 2507
1951 2425
1961 39°64
1971 3462
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4. Nowgong o 1584
1921 3194
1931 41-35
1941 15°57
1951 3665
1961 36°51
1971 33-83
S. Lakhimpur 1911 2529
1921 3407
1931 2309
1941 2270
1951 1794
1961 3885
1971 =574
6. Karbi 1951 ( frst 3096

Anglong census in
1961 in the dist ) 7921

1971 6928

7. North 1951 616
Cachar Hills 1961 3695
1971 40°00

8. Cachar 1911 —1941 83
1951 —1471 2400

9. Sibsagar 1911—3971 17°4

10. 1t is very clear from the abovte
table that the problem of infiltration of
foreigners, as already pointed out, be-
came more acute after India's Indepen-
dence. Some unseen but relentless hands
have conspired, as it were, to imple-
ment Coupland's Regional Plan through
systematic and persistant ways of infiltra-
tion with the virtual connivance of the
State and the Cenfral Governments.

11. Jawaharlal Nehru ina letter dated
December, 1,1937 admitted the seriousness
of this problem. As Prime Minister of
Independent India, he again recognised
the gravity of this problem while answers
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ing & question in Parliament on June
27,1952, He strongly felt that ‘Infil-
tration should be stopped and effectively
dealt with.

12, The Nehru—Liaquat Ali Pact did
not help Assam and the anti immigra-
tion measures, Nehru promised, did not
materialise. Between 1950 and 1965 owing
to communal riotes and socio-political
unrest in East Pakistan ( now Bangla-
desh ) a large number ot Pakistanis both
Hindu and Muslim infiltrated into Assam.
During the Bangladesh rebellion of 1971,
11 lakhs of Bangladeshis entered Assam
and Meghalaya and stayed in camps and
with their kinsmen. Very few of these
foreigners withdrew to their own country,
even after Bangladesh was established.

13. In addition to the Bangladeshis,
Nepalese who require no travel docu-
ments to enter India, came in large
pumbers. Increase in their number in
Assam during the last two decades is
phenomenal. From a more 101335 in 1951,
the Nepalese enhanced their strength in
1961 to 1, 82 925 and in 1971, to 3, 53673,
registering an increase of more than 48%
per decade.

14. Oae cannot but recall the predic-
tion made by the census Superintendent
in Assam for 1931, Mr. C.S. Mullan,
that the outcome of the unbriddled
immigration could be like wiping out
the Assamese race and culture more
conclusively than did the Burmese inva-
sion a hundred years ago. He observed
that the immigrants had already ‘con-
quered’ the Nowgong district and was
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about to “conquer” the Barpeta sub-
division and the Darrang district. Their
next target would be North Lakhimpur.
The above statement had a prophetic
ring in it, which unfortunately for Assam,
has been fully substantiated by the
development of the subsequeunt years.

Population influx mostly due to foreign
infiltration.

15. It may be argued that this sudden
rise in population of Assam particularly
in the last two decades might be due
to migration of Indians from other states.
But the census figures of 1971 reveal
that ovly about 30 percent of the immi-
grants are from the other states of India,
whereas the rest are foreign nationals.

Tricks employed by the foreigners. @

foreigners do
them-

16. The first thing the
after entering Assam is to gel
selvas enrolled as voters with the con-
nivance may often with active assis-
tance of the anti-social elements, poli-
ticians and officials on the Indian side
of the border. The reason is easy to
understand.  The infiltrators vote for the
politicians protect them in all
respecte. ~Indeed, some politicians in
Assam, encourage infiltration to ensure
their political survival.

who

17. The abnormal growth of population
in Assam has its impact in the increase
in the number of voters. This is clear
from the following table which gives
the number of voters in the last eight
elections.
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Number of Voters in Assam

Year Number Increase P. C. of
of Votes Increase
1957 4493357
1962 1942816 449459 10:00
1966 558 5956 642240 12:99
1970 5701805 116749 209
971 6296198 591398 10 42
March 1977 7229543 938245 1482
November 1977 7974476 744933 10-30
Sep. 1979 8537497 563021 705

18. It will be seen from the ahove tahle
that rise in the number of voters in
the period 1957-70 shows a steady up-
ward trend. But the growth rate in
the period 1970-79 is really stapgering,
the total increase during these nine years
is 28,35.692 which increase
of 3,15,077 voters per annum.
abnorma' increase can be traced
to an abnormal <ource. This
is not other than the immigration from
foreign countries.

means an
This
only
source

19. A. U. N.Lsurvey published in the
‘Statesman' on December 1, 1979 put the
increase in electorate in 1980 over 1977
figures in Assam, at 18:85% one of the
highest in India. Thz lowest rate of
increase (2'72%) was recorded in Tomil-
nadu. Another report published in the
same mnewspaper (i. e. The Statesman ),
which is generally hostile to the present
movement in Assam, throws some licht
on the threat to the npolitical survival
of As:am.

20. “An offshoot of this population
explosion has been a sudden change in
the composition of the district's(Goalpara)
electorate, The immigrants are 1o
absolute majority in seven of the nine-
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teen  Assembly constituencies in the
district. In five more constituencies,
they arec numerous enough to be crucial
for an electoral victory. There is
almost a similar transformation in the
smaller border district of Cachar, which
return fifteen legitlators, to be the 126
member state-assembly.’

21, It is their entry into the yoters
list that the immigrants have gathered
enough strength to influence the major
decisions ol the state Government over
looking the security of the state and

the country as a whole. That this
situation poses a real danger 10 the
demographic structure of the state was

admitted by Shri S. L, Shakdher, the
Chief Election Commissioner of India,
in his address to the conferance Chief
Elecroral officers held at Otty on October
24 & 26, 1978. He said, “I would like
to refer to the alarming situation in
some states, specially in the North-Eas-
tern Region, wherefrom distrubing reports
are coming regarding large-scale inclu-
sion of foreign nationals in the electoral
rolls. In one case (Assam) the popula-
tion in 1971 recorded an increase as
hish as 3498 percent, over the 1951
figures and this increase was attributed
to the influx of a very large rumber
persons from the neighbouring countries,
‘he influx has become a regular feature.
I think it may not be a wrong asscss-
ment to make on the basis of increase
of 34.98 percent between the two cen-
suses, the increase that is likely to be
recorded in 1991 Census would be more
than 100 percent over the 195¢ census.
In other woids, a stage would be rea-



66

ched when the state would have to
reckon with the foreign nationals who
may probably be a sizeable percentage,
if not the majorty of the population of
the state.

“Another disturbing factor in this regard
is the demand made by the political
parties for the inclusion in the electoral
rolls of the names of such immigrants,
who are not Indian citizens, without
even questioning and properly deter-
ming their citizenship status. This
is a serious state of affairs. The gravity
of the situation, therefore, calls for
drastic measures”.

22. And yet, the same Election Commi-
ssioner under the pressure of the poli-
ticians of the same complexion swallowed
his own words and wanted to force
a mid-term poll on Assam with lakhs
of foreign nationals in the Voters’ list.
What followed next in Assam was,
therefore, only a natural consequence
for which the AASU and the All Assam
Gana Sangram Parishad should be
congratulated and not blamed.

Issue of citizenship certificate by W. B. &
Tripura Govt.

23. Many of these infiltrators deported
by Assam Government have been detec-
ted coming back again, this time armed
with citizenship certificates issued by
the Govts. of the neighbouring states
of West Bengal and Tripura. Only the
Central Government can cancel or nullify
these certificates. The Government of
Assam have forwarded these cases to
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the Central Government who have taken
no action on these so far from the
voters' list,

Impact on the ecomomic life

24. The 1971 census records the density
of population in Assam is 186 per square
K M. This density is higher than the
all India average of 177 persons per
square K. M. The density of population
in the Brahmaputra Valley is 22'1 per
square K. M, which is far above the
average for India as a whole. The effective
density in some districts is as high as
548 square K. M. As such 1t has to
be heavily upon the agrarian economy
of Assam. The tea industry here which
produces 270 million Kgs. of tea worth
over Rs. 400 crores a year is controlled
from Calcutta and London. The forest
resources have been steadily destroyed
by the infiltrators leading to a major
ecological crisis.  Moreover, this has
created an acute problem of short rainfall
and high floods alternatively. Sixty per
cent of the N.F. Railway tracks pass
through Assam. But the percentage of
Assamese employed in the N. F. Rail-
ways is less than IS5 percent. A subs-
tantial number of new appointees are
from amongst the infiltrators and their
relations. They find employment there
through the active help of their compa-
triots who have monopolised the appoint-
ments in the N. F. Railways from the
early days. Moreover, the Railway
colonics like Rangiya, Maligaon, Gauhati,
Pandu, Bongaigaon, and Lumding and
the commercial centres like Tinsukia
and Digboi have become honeycombed
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with Bangladeshis who have converted
these areas into hotbeds of anti-Assam
agitation,  politics - and intimidation.
Thousands of Bangladeshis have found
refuge in these colonies.

Fn the last two decades, the population
In Assam has risen by 35 percent, but
food production only by 14 percent with
the cropped area remaining  almost
constant. Assam cannot maintain this
huge influx of foreign population with-
out causing grievances a deficit state
in food-grains and other commodities
of everyday consumption.

Sociocultural iastability

25. Most of the infiltrators are agri-
culturists and simple by nature. The
early settlers among them have started
sending their children to schools and
colleges but the new iofiltrators are
still averse to education and their ever=
increasing number has kept the literacy
figure very low for Assam as a whole. But
the Hindu infiltrators being expantionists
by nature and suffering from linguistic
chauvinism, take the earliest opportunity
to capture jobs wherever possible. Most
of them cluster arround the Railway
colonies and commerce centres and
instigate the ignorant infiltrators, the
muslims, against the indigenous people,
It may be mentioned that early
Muslim  settlers in the rural areas
completely merged in the wider Assamese
society and became full-fledged partici-
pants of the state. Communal tension
and riots in Assam were practically un-
known till 1950, But in the post=
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independence period, the Beavy influx of
foreign nationals had vitiated the peace-~
ful atmosphere in the State. A scction of
scheming politicians and social leaders
used to poor and illiterate peopie to create
a violeat situation whenever it suited
their interests.

25. The principle of linguistic re-orga-
nisation ol the Indian states was up-
animously accepted years ago and each
Indian laoguage has a home state. The
official language ‘Hindi’ has appropriately
several home states. As such it js but
reasonable that Assamese too, should have
a home state of its own. The develop-
ment of the past two decades has Jjeopar-
dised the very existence of the Assamesc
lunguage and culture. The position of
Assam is exactly analogous to that of
Kashmir., Both have a comparatively
small population with a distinct lang-
uage and culture. Both are strategically
located in sensitive areas bordering on
several foreign countries not always frien~
dly to India. Both are industrially
backward with more powerful and nu-
merically superior neigbours, who left
unprotected may swamp these two small
states. Kashmir is justifiably protected
with all constitutional, military and eco-
nomic safeguards. May we request you
that the same safeguards be extended to
Assam ?

Central responsibility.

27. Inthe year 1950, “Immigrants { ex-
pulsion from Assam ) Act 1950", was
passed by the Parliament. In the state-
ment of objects and reasous of the said



(1]

Act it was mentioned that “During the
last few months, a serious situation had
arisen from the immigration of a very
large number of East Bengal residents
into Assam. Such a large migration is
disturbing the economy of the Province
besides giving rise to a serious law and
order problem.’”

28. According to the T7th schedule to
the Constitution, the subject ‘Citizenship,
naturalisation, aliens’ and admission into
and imigration and expulsion from India
“pasg-port and Visas- are subjects related
to the Central list vide entries 17 and
19 of the said list. Therefore, it is the
constitutional duty of the Central autho-
rity to stop influx of foreign nationals.
But the Central Govt. has so far com
pletely failed to grapple with the pro-
blem. Similarly, preparation of electoral
rolles is directly within the purview of
election Commission. We reiterate that
irclusion of a single name of a foreign
national in the voters’ list is unconsti-
tutional whether it be in Assam or any
other part of India:

29. We have genuine fear that foreign
nationals would injure regional and
national interests. Our neighbours in
the Hill States fully share our fears
that if corrective steps are not taken
immediately, they tco might share ihe
same fate as the original inhabitant
of Tripura.

10. To check the inclusion of foreig-
ners’ names in the Voters' list, effec-
tively, the C.E.C. suggested to the
Home Ministry the introduction of iden-
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tity cards for every voter. The entire
populatior of North-Eastern states wel-
comed the suggestion ard hoped that
something concrete would come out of
it. But there was no positive respons¢
from the Central Government towards
implimentation of the proposal.

3. When Hiralal Patowari M. P,
Mangaldoi. died, a bye-election became
due there and the Voters’ list was being
prepared. During the process, & large
yumber of names of foreign nationals
weie discovered. Under he direction
of the Government, Police  detected
7500 names of forcign nationals in the
Voters' list and reported the matter to
the Electoral Registration Officer who
disposed of 36.000 cases out of which
26,000 were declard as foreigners. But
before the remaining cases could be
disposed of the C.E. C., at the instance
of some interested politicians, cancelled
the action of the Electoral Registration
Officer, Assam, and restored all foreigners’
names to the Voters' list. All further
action was stopped in the matter.
Detection of such a large number of
forecign  voters in the Mangaldoi
Parliamentary constituency was #n eye-
operer for the people of Assam.

Then came the mid-term poll for the
entire country. 7The students made a
demand [or on of voters’ lists
ot all the constituencies of Assam. The
Asam Sahitya Sabha and other organisa-
tions joined there. The movement found
a spontaneous response from the entire
people of Assam. It started with a
mammoth rally of students at Gauhati

correcti
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on November 6, 1979, followed by a
unique week-long satyagraha, ending on
November, 17 in which lakhs of people
from all walks of hfe including Indian
nationals like Sikhs, Rajasthanis, Biharies,
U. P. men, Tamilians, Malayalis, Gujrats,
Kannries, Sant hali Tea-garden Jabou-
rers, Khasis, Manipuris, Bengalies
and Muslims living in Assam  took
part.

2. The Gana Satyagraha was followed
by mass pickeung, Assam Bandh and
finally the mass picketing at the can-
didates’ homes.
reached on the eve ol the final date of

Che tragic climax was

supmission ot nomination papess by Loka-
sabba cancidates on December 10,1979,
A student picketer Shri  Khargeswar
Talukdar succumbed to brutal lathi char«
ges resorted to by a police party apoar-
ently escorting the Barpeta candidate,
Begum Abicda Ahmed from Gauhati to
Barpeta, on the night of December 9-1p,
1979, Many others were seriously injured.
The wounded included iwo college Princi-
pals As a result, nonunations in 10
Parliamentary consiituencies out ot 14,
were not submitted. Begum Abida Ahmed’s
nomination paper submitied from the
Barpeia constituency was cancelled by
the Returning Officer and other candi-
da.es from the Barpeta constituency from
the contest. Later on the Hill people
ol Karbi Anglong cunstiluency peace-
fully and successfully resisted election
through non-co operation movement. In
Shillong constituency of Meghalaya also,
po coutestants were found willing to run
for the election. Thus elestion in Shillong
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and 12 constituencies of Assam were
successfully sralled.

Nature of the movement

33. This movement has been peaceful.
The All Assam Students’ Union and the
All Assam Gana-sangram Panshad have
pledged themselves to conduct this
movement on peaceful, non-violent,
secular and democratic lines and they
have been as good as their word. Many
promincnt journalists who hav: observed
this movement huve categorically stated
that it has been carried on Gandhian
principles and at no stage violent and
destructive methods have been adopted
by the picketers and Satyagrahis.

The people including the Class | officers
and other employees of the Assam Govt.
and all sections of Central Govt. Bank,
Insurance employees, co-operateds How
was it possible 7 It was the cause and
justice behind it that galvanised ke
entire people ot Assam and made them
stand stoutly behind the movement,

34. A section of Anti-Assam politicians
and bureaucrats are active in their atumpts
to nject violence into the movement
and [rustrate it. Communal passions have
been roused amongst the illiterate foreign
Lationals who follow agricultural profession
in Assam. Violeal incidents have been
committed by organised educated groups
of foreign nationals who are concen+
trated in certain pockets of Railway
colonies and trade and commerce cenires,
with a view to misleading the movement
and give it 8@ bad name.
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35. The first shot was fired at Nahar-
kaitia where Purna Nirmalia a teen-aged
school boy was mercilessly done to death
by a Bengali owner ota rcslul{ran\t for
a paltry sum of eighty pawse. I'he emo-
tion that followed was quickly brought
under control by the Assam k’ulfcc.
[hen disturbances were created in a few
tea-gardens near Doomdooma, with the
help ot some guliible Tea garden
Jabourers mistepresenting to them that
the present movement was to oust them
from ~ssam. At Lumding, a Police
constable Shri Kamaleswar Bora ?/ns
killed by an armed gang. The victims
i each of these cases, were Assamese.
But there was no retaliation and the
movement was carried on undelerred on
the avowed peaceful lines.

36. Then came the organised violence
of the Govt. machinery  under “.m
leadership of . 1. G.Shri K. P. §.Gill
and Commissioner Shri Narasinham wlho
while apparenily escorting Begum Abida
Ahmed in her journey to Barpeta for
submission of nomination paper on
10.12.79 charged with lathis, batons and
stones batch after batch of peaceful
and non-violent picketers throughout
the route from Guauhati to Barpeta.
The tatal victim was a brilliant College
student Shri Khargeswar  Talukdar.
Scores of other young men receiv’cd
grievous injuries as a result of police
attacks. Then Dilip Huzuri, a young
boy was killed by a group .of foreign
pationals when he along with a few
others, went to collect subscription for
the movement. This happened fll a place
called Barikadanga, near Nalbari. About
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the same time, an Assamese
called “Arrah”: and some Assamese
settlements at “Kaweimari” Reserve in
the Barpeta subdivision were burnt,
pillage and completely destroyed by some
foreign miscreants. There was a reper-
cussion of this brutal action in Nalbari
sub-division at “Chawlkhowa” and some
villages north of Nalbari which ga.vc
the authority a clue to put the entire

village

sub-division under Curfew and a big
area thereof, under the Military Rule.
Repression and  the heionus crimes

committed in the name of restoringlaw
and order in that area surpassed the

worst tyrapny and crimes perpetrated
during the Burmese invasion of more
than a hundred years ago. Even old

people above 70 were mercilessly beaten,
all male members and children were
tied down to trees.and women including
pregnant women and recently delivere.d
ones were molested and raped. All this
happened during the night of 10th and
11th January, 1980.

37. On January 18,1980 — seconfi
Jallianwallabagh was enacted at lhcl oil
town of Duliajan. Elaborate preparations
were made there on the two preceeding
days by the Commissioner, the Deputy
Commissioner, Dibrugarh, the D.I G,
Upper Assam Range and the
Superintendent of Police, When the
picketers, swelling to about 12 thousand,
gathered peacefully in the office com-
pound. Suddenly at about 8 A, M. the
gathering was declared an u.nlawful
assembly acrd only 15 minutes’ time was
given them to withdraw from the place.
When women, meu and young children
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gathered there wanted to withdraw
they found the gates closed and locked.
Sudden and continuous firing followed
which caused the gathering ran pell-
mell over the boundary walls. Those
who died on the spot were the very
persons who begged the C. R. P. fora
little more time to withdraw and to
spare the women and children from the
uncalled for barrage of bullets. Dr.
Rcbin  Mitra, the Technical Manager
was a victim of mob fury at least an
hour aud a half after this ugly incident.
But the actual number of casuality was
much more,

38. The un-equivocal demand of the
people of Assam is that the culprits
who planned and carried out the brutal
crimes in North Kamrup and at Duliajan
must be detected and suitably punished.
The Govt. owe it to the people of
Assam to make suitable amends for these

dastardly acts. We are constrained to
say that the people of the state are
utterly disappointed to note that no

step has been taken 50 far by the Govt.
towards that end.

The role of a section of the Press

39. From the very beginning, a section
of Bengal politicians and almost the
entire Calcutta press have consistently
distorted and misrepresented Assam and
its present movement. At ficst, they
labelled it asa linguistic riot when the
movement gathered sufficient strength
and some foreign and international
media of communications focused its real
character the Calcutta Press tried to

n

give it a communal colour. When that
100 became untenable, the Calcutta
Press called it a parochial and chauvinis-
tic movement. On the spot verification
by some nationally and internationally
famous editors made that canard also
untenable and now these vendors of
distorted information have dished out
the theory that this is a cessationist
movement and the C[A are responsible
for it.

Our demands.
40. In the light of what

discussed in the precaeding
the conclusion

hias been
paragraphs,
becomes irrestible that
if immidiate and effective action is not
taken simultaneously on all aspects of
the problem of Assam as it has
known from

been
hundreds of years to
India and the world will be wiped off
the map of India The same tate will
engulf the whole North-Eastern region
in course of a few years.

We therefore demand that :
1. Border of India with neighbouring
foreign states must be fully protected

fo make impossible infiltration into this
country.

2. Forcign nationals as defined in the
constitution Citizenship Act, 1955 and
foreigners’ Aer. must be detected and
detected from the country.

3. Names of foreign nationals must be
removed from the concerned clectoral
rolls before holding elections anywhere
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in As:am including the Karbi Anglong
district.

4. Adequate and strcng action must
be taken to prevent inclusion of names
of foreigners in the electoral rolls in
future.

5. Identity cards with photographs
affixed should be issued to Indian voters
residing in Assam.

6. Necessary constitutional provisions
must be made for the protection ot the
identity of the indigenous people of
this region.

7. The Government of Assam should
be authoriced to reject any certificate
regarding citizenship issued by the autho-
rities of West Bengal. Tripura or of
any other state.

& Delegation of Central Government
authority to the State Governmenis for
issuirg citizenship certificates toc the
foreigners once rejected by a state should
be withdrawn, so that foreigners once
deported from Assam cannot come back
armed with a citizenship certificate from
some other State Government.

The following proposals are put forward
to facilitate implementation of the above
demands :

I, The number of check posts should
be increased. All check posts should be
placed at visible distance from one
another.
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2) A Free Zone, without trees or houses
be created all along the international
border crossing nf which without valid
travel documents shou!d be exposed to
shooting at sight. Importance of this
measure can be minimised only atthe
cosi of grave national peril.

3) The National Register of Citizens
(N.R.C.})ot 1951 should be made up-
to-date by taking into consideration the
additions to the number of cach family
since the time of compilation of the
Register. This will have to be done
with the help of Revenue officials,
Police and if necessary with the help
of the school teachers of the locality
who can  demand confidence of the
people in general.

4) Birth and Death Register at all
Blocks, village and town level should be
strictly maintained in order to prevent
future infiliration into th: voters’ list.

5. We very carnestly request you to
look ioto the definite failure of B.S, ¥
in detecting infiltrators. We have grave
suspicion that the reason behind this
is not inefliciency alone. Corruption and
deliberate inaction cannot be ruled out.

The following table will make the point
clear 3

YEAR B.S.F. Border DIG (S. Govt)

1974 104 5171
1975 405 18008
1971 1 (One only) 5074
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We are convinced thatthe Border Secu-
rity Force as constituted now will not
be able to deliver the goods. We there-
fore demand that the border between
Bangladesh and Assam should be manned
by a contingent of Assam Armed Consta-
bulary constituted for purpose. Mean-
while, the issues involved have beea
discussed by the Prime Minister and Home
Minister with the representatives of ASU
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and most of these have been accepted by
them. The problem brooks no delay. Imme-
diate and strong action alone can solve
this problem. Your association with Assam
and your interest in its all-round welfare
is well-known to the people of Assam:
We, therefore, look forward to you for
a speedy and just solution. So many
lives have been lost in this cause. Let
not their supreme sacrifice go in vain.

We remain,
Yours faithfully,

Autul Chandra Borua

President, Asam Sahitya Sabha
Satyendranath Sarma,
Ex-President, Asam Sahitya Sabha
Lila Gogoi,

General Secretary.

Nishipada Choudhury,

Assit. Secy.

Nagen Saikia, Ex-General Secy.
Sd/ Jogesh Das, Ex-Vice-President
Sd/ Narea Sharma, Ex-Treasurer.
Sd/ Rajanikanta Deva Sharma,
Vice-President,
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