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“We should look upon Lakshminath as
one of the great names in the history of
the modern Indian literary and cultural renai-
ssance—as a person who was fully appreciative
of all great things in literaturc, not only in
his own language, Assamese, but also in the
sister language Bengali, as well as in the
great Mother and Nurse of all Indian specch,
Sanskrit ; and morcover, as one whose life
was an cmbodiment of sweetness and light.

Lakshminath Bezbaruwa has been given
by the literati of Assam the sobriquet of
ifeer 441, Sahitya-rathi, an epithet which
is rather in the epic and heroic vein, as
it means “a chariot-borne Warrior in the field
of letters”, like the heroes of the Mahabha-
rata and the Dliad inthe field of battle. I
would like to give him also another cpithet
which would be quite in keeping with his
pre-eminence in his own domain where he
has attained immortality : e 7w ¥, Van-
maya desike, or “the Master and Guide in
letters’’, or arg A ﬁam_ Vanmaya-vilasa, or
‘“the Grace of Letters” ; and we might add

the word wwy, Asama, to it.to mean both
“incomparable” and ‘‘Assam” A AN 77—
it or = ag Aw-faser, Asama-Vanmaya
desika or Asama-Vanmaya-Vilasa.”
(Suniti Kumar Chatterjee)

‘“Modern Asamiya literature is scarcely a
century old; modern Indian literature a century
and half. What splendid figures created them !
How many of Bezbaroa’s books will be read
at the end of the present century nobody can
say, but about his greatness as writer and a
man there can be no doubt. India can well be
proud of him, for in him was united an aware-
ness of India’s identity and Assam’s rich indivi-
duality. He was, at onc and the sametime,
particular and universal. This awarcness gave
him a self confidence which cnabled him to
be friendly with all, high and low, without
distinction.”

(Amnada Sankar Ray)
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